
AN Kevin Powers was the transport aircrewman on a 

UC-12M passenger-transport mission that just had 

landed and shut down at a Midwest Army airfield. 

After dropping off the passengers, AN Powers took the 

initiative to do an aircraft walk-around before engine 

start. During the walk-around, he saw fluid dripping 

from one of the engine’s lower cowlings. He returned 

to the cockpit and asked the pilots to unstrap 

and take a look at the leak. A major oil leak was 

discovered, coming from the starter-generator area on 

the back of the engine. The oil level was low enough 

that if the aircraft had taken off, it most likely would 

have had a complete loss of oil pressure on that 

engine and propeller. At worst, an oil-fed fire could 

have resulted in loss of the aircraft and crew. 
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Are you ready for summer?
Visit our website at: www.safetycenter.navy.mil 

VAW-121 40 years 6,000 hours
HMLA/T-303 25 years 190,000 hours
HMM-161 12 years 55,187 hours
HMH-362 23 years, 9 months 67,000 hours
VR-61  24 years 100,000 hours
VAQ-138 25 years 42,900 hours
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